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Unto Hs 


a Son Js Given 


By Rev. E. J. BOEHMER 


It was for the sake of lost humanity that Jesus came 
into the world. His mission was to save. The One who 
was rich became poor that the world through His poverty 
might become rich. 

His coming and the manner in which He came was very 
unique. It was a most wonderful event. Usually, when 
heirs to a throne are born, whole realms ring with joy; but 
when the Savior of the world was born, there was very 
little rejoicing. A few shepherds came and looked with 
wonder on the new-born Babe that lay in the young 
mother’s arm, but that was all. He came as a root out of 
dry ground and His beauty was not desired. There was no 
room for Him in the inn, neither in the hearts of those 
whom He had come to help. 

When this Son came to the world, religion was at a very 
low ebb. Only a form of religion existed; however, there 
were still a few who loved God and were looking for a 
deliverer—one that would save from sin and fill the hearts 
of the people with joy. 

His purpose of coming into the world was to lift the 
people to a higher plane of living, to bind up the broken- 
hearted, and to free the captive. Though He was a man of 
sorrow, yet in Him is found fulness of joy. He is the Balm 
of Gilead and can soothe the aching heart. The One who 
was born and cradled in a manger is the One who is 
now preparing mansions for those who follow Him to 
the end. 

He was born to be a king, but because of the resentful 
attitude toward Him, He became the servant of all, helped 
all who appealed to Him, and finally laid down His life 
for distressed humanity. 

It is a lamentable fact that the same spirit of rejection 





which possessed Herod at the time “this Son was given” 
is still among the people. Instead of falling down and 
worshiping Him like the wise men did, they say in their 
hearts, “Away with him. We will not have Him to rule 
over us.” Strange that this Friend from heaven, who has 
condescended to be on a level with the human family and 
has come to help gladden and uplift the wayward and 
erring, must be grieved by being turned away. 

Says the writer of one of the Gospels, “But as many as 
received him to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name.” There 
are those who have opened the doors of their hearts and 
invited Him to come in, and today they are supping with 
Him and He with them. There are those to whom He 
is the One “altogether lovely.” They, like Mary, sit at His 
feet and enjoy the beautiful language which falls from 
His anointed lips. 

At His first coming there were those who looked for the 
redemption, or the Redeemer, and when they saw Him 
they were glad. Today, we have those who have the up- 
ward gaze in their hearts. They, too, will see Him when 
He appears to take unto Himself those who have walked 
with Him in white and have prayed for His return. 

The Babe, whose birthday we shall soon celebrate, 
walked among men, gladdened the hearts of many, w 
despised by some but He overcame and is now represen 
ing us to the Father, and will some day return as King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

A JOYFUL CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 


Where Christ Is Born Again 


Wherever one repenting soul 
Prays in its agonies of pain, 

By God’s sweet grace to be made whole— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever bond of ancient thrall 
A strong soul bursts its shackling chains, 
And upward strains to meet the call— 
There Christ is born again. 
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Wherever vision of the light 
Disturbs the sleeping souls of men, 
Night trails away its shadowy flight— 
And Christ is born again. 


Wherever a soul in travail turns, 
And climbs the barriers that constrain, 
With steady cheer Hope’s sweet lamp burns— 
And Christ is born again. 


Where one foul thing is purged away, 
And life delivered of one stain, 

Love rims with gold the coming day— 
And Christ is born again. 





-—JOHN OXENHAM 
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On the cover page, you will notice a 
father seated with his little girl and 
boy with him in the chair. You will 
also notice that the father’s arms are 
extended around them, denoting his 
parental protection and accepting 
most graciously his responsibility in 
teaching his children the most won- 
derful story in all the world—the story 
of Jesus at Christmas time. 

Throughout the many centuries, 
Christmas season is the one time of 
the year that everyone should rejoice; 
and especially the children around the 
world are made happy. The universal- 
ity of Christmas brings joyous news to 
all the nations. Those who have given 
little thought to Christianity during 
the year are affected and join in ex- 
ending a “Merry Christmas” and 
Happy New Year” to everyone. The 
whole atmosphere is so filled with joy- 
ous praise that even old Scrooge is 
convinced, in a way, of the reality of 
Christmas; but do we all visualize the 
true spirit of worship and the impor- 
tance of teaching these glorious truths 
to the children during Christmas! In 
every nation, the parents should feel 
the responsibility of bringing to their 
children a true worshipful spirit of 
Christmas. 

_ With the various Christmas customs 
in many lands, requiring almost end- 
less preparations, everyone is caught 
in the hurry and flurry of the season 
and too many times fail to gather 
about us those precious little ones en- 


DECEMBER 21, 1946 





ore! 





ect___. 








trusted to our care, to impress upon 
them this most thrilling story—the 
old, old story that is ever new. Frank- 
ly, I think far too much time is spent 
on the outward appearances. Today, 
in America, Christian America, or 
shall we call it by its correct name— 
pagan America—we have over thirty- 
six million boys and girls growing up 
without any religious education. To- 
day, juvenile delinquency is startling 
the world. It is too late now to save 
past generations; let us unitedly do 
our best for the present. 

The home, the school, and the 
church have contributed their part to 
religious instruction to children 
through these many centuries, but 
now these are miserably failing. 

During Old Testament times, the 
Jews in particular felt this need of 
child training. The fathers and moth- 
ers taught the Scriptures to their 
children morning and night. When 
they would lie down at night they 
would tell them the stories and .reveal 
to them the meaning of the law. They 
placed the Scriptures on the doorposts, 
the gate posts, and various parts of 
the building, so that the Word of God 
was before them eonstantly. The Rab- 
bi, we are told, was held in high es- 
teem by the parents and the children 
for his training of the children in the 
synagogues. In those days. it was too 
expensive for the middle classes to 
own their own copies of the Bible. or 
the law; therefore. much of it was 


A Child’s Faith 
... The Parents’ 
Responsibility 


By Rev. J. H. Walker 


committeed to memory and re-taught 
to the children. The teacher would 
sit down and let the children ask the 
questions so they might learn about 
the truths of God. 

Jesus was referred to as the Teacher. 
Of the ninety times He was addressed, 
He was called “Teacher” sixty times. 
When our Lord gave final instructions 
to His disciples, He said, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations.” Our min- 
isters ought to be teachers. Paul, in 
giving qualifications for the pastor, 
Stated that he should be “apt to 
teach.” Roman and Greek Catholicism 
learned early the values of teaching 
children, and established parochial 
schools all through the ages, thus 
holding their children for the Cath- 
olic Church. 

“The break with Catholicism, the 
Reformation, was done, to a large ex- 
tent, by teaching or a return to the 
teaching ministry.” Luther went so 
far as to say that a clergyman was not 
fit to be a preacher unless he had 
been a teacher. Wesley instructed his 
preachers, “Spend an hour a week 
with the children in every large town, 
whether you like it or not. Talk with 
them any time you see any at home. 
Pray in earnest for them.” 

The homeis where the first and 
lasting impressions of God and sal- 
vation are made upon the child’s mind. 
The child’s faith is cultivated and 
grows by the hearing of the Word of 
God from his parents first. The home 
is the world’s greatest university. In 
the earlier days of America, more time 
was given inthe home to teaching 
God’s Word and entertainment around 
the fireside, but today the home has 
become only a place to sleep—various 
members of the family working on 
different shifts, in the factories, mills 
and offices; eating at the restaurants 


(Continued on page 15) 
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SOME OF WHAT OTHERS SAY 

“Glad to know you are again 
at headquarters, as it just didn’t seem 
right to have you away out in Texas 
last. year.”—L. O. Peck, Columbus, 
Ga. 

“I am a reader of the Evangel. I 
just couldn’t do without it. It is a 
wonderful help to me; it is food to 
my hungry soul. God bless and help 
you to carry on.”—Mrs. Lela Wright, 
Chester, S. C. 

“The Evangel is a great help to me. 
As I read the heart-burning testi- 
monies of brothers and sisters it 
makes me want to keep moving on for 
God.”—Albert Williams, Lumberton, 
N. C. 

“I feel that the Evangel is progress- 
ing nicely, and is becoming more and 
more interesting each issue. I am 
indeed grateful to you for your splen- 
did work throughout the several years 
that I have been acquainted with you. 
My prayers are ever for your success- 
ful work in the cause of the 
Almighty.”—Ralph E, Day, Youth Di- 
rector of Michigan. 

“I want to say I think you are get- 
ting off to a good start in making the 
Evangel a better paper.”—D. H. Delk, 
Fayetteville, N. C. 

“IT have heard several fine compli- 
ments on the new arrangment of the 
Evangel.,—Manuel F. Campbell, 
Youth Director of Kentucky. 

“We thank you very much for the 
good paper—bringing good news.”’— 
Arthur H. Conney, Bangalore, Catt., 
India. 

“Now let me say to you, good broth- 
er, that you have made the Church of 
God Evangel a fine Evangel. I could 
name a score of church papers, and I 
am not flattering when I say again 
you have done a good job..—R. R. 
Seyda, Lynnville, Iowa. 


IFMA HOLDS LARGEST MEETING 
IN PHILADELPHIA 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—The Interde- 
nominational Foreign Mission Asso- 
ciation, a‘ fellowship comprising twen- 
ty-two missionary. organizations de- 
nominationally unrelated, held its An- 
nual Meeting and Conference recent- 
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ly in Philadelphia. It was the largest 
gathering in the history of the Asso- 
ciation. 

In addition to the business sessions, 
six public gatherings were held in the 
Church of the Open Door. This is the 
second year that this church has 
graciously entertained the Conference 
and grateful appreciation is due to 
Dr. Merrill T. MacPherson and many 
of the good people of his church who 
entertained the missionaries in their 
homes. Other churches in the Phila- 





H COMES BACK TO YOU i 
| For somehow not only for Christmas |= 
5| But all the long year: through, : 
q| The joy that you give to others : 
: Is the joy that comes back to you; | 
5| And the more you spend in blessing |E 
; The poor and the lonely and sad, |E 
| The more of your heart's possessing |E 
: Returns to make you glad. E 


delphia area were ministered to by 
various delegates. 

Dr. Frank C. Torrey, pastor of Cal- 
vary Independent Church of Lan- 
caster, Pa., was elected president for 
the ensuing year. A full-time sec- 
retary is to be added to the staff. 

In the closing business session of 
the Conference, among the resolutions 
adopted was the following challenge 
to prayer: 

“Finally, in the light of the world 
conditions and the approach of eter- 
nal night in which men cannot work, 
constrained by love and the desperate 
plight of the peoples of the earth and 
imperiled by the challenge of an un- 
finished task, be it resolved that the 
IFMA and its constituent members 
rededicate themselves to the primary 
task which the Lord has committed to 
them, that eschewing all worldly 
methods devised by human wisdom 
by simply clinging to the efficacy and 
message of the cross, and wrestling in 
earnest, persevering prayer, we Call 
upon the Lord’s people everywhere to 








x * 


“And his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,”’ 


Isaiah 9:6c. 
| xk * 


give themselves unreservedly and un- 
Swervingly to this great task—the pri- 
mary, all-important, one _ essential 
duty of the church today—to the 
end that Christ’s Commission be at 
last completed and «very creature has 
heard the gospel of His grace.”—UEA. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL HEAD SCORES 
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 
CLEVELAND 











— (RNS) — Commun i 
ism. and other un-American philoso ( 


phies are being funneled into the 
public school curricula through text- 
books now used in some schools it was 
charged here by C. V. Egemeier, of 
Chizago, executive secretary of the 
newly-formed National Sunday School 
Association conservative group affili- 
ated with the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 

Speaking before a rally of church 
school teachers and officers, held in 
conjunction with the four-day meet- 
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A Baby 


Makes Good 





REV. E. C. CLARK, 
Business Manager 


| : There is a tremen- 
dous contrast between the tragedies of 
the delinquencies of the children of 
our day and the task and accomplish- 
ments of an infant Savior. Of Jesus 
it was said, “This child is set for the 
fall and rising again of many.” As 
much can be said of many of the chil- 


any to fall, and by obedience unto 


Or: of our times. They certainly cause 
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se 





God they could cause many more to 
rise. 

Text: “Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God,” Heb. 10:9. 

God, who had created mankind, up- 
on whom, because of their sins, He 
pronounced death, promised that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head. Gen. 3:15. While this 
promise was delayed by process of time 
and accomplishments, God instituted 
a form of substitutionary sacrifice to 
atone for man’s sins, looking forward 
to the coming of the promised Savior. 
The offering of sacrifices and of burnt 
offerings was a temporary thing until 
the seed should come unto whom the 
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By Rev. E. C. Clark 


promise was made. God, who had been 
outraged by sin in the garden, and 
who had demanded that atonement 
be made and righteousness restored, 
laid that task upon a baby. 

Of this Child God said, “Thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins,” Matt, 1:21. 
This Child, therefore, had the task of 
offering Himself as a sacrifice for 
sins; “wherefore when he cometh into 
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and of- 
fering thou wouldest not, but a body 
hast thou prepared me,” Heb. 10:5. Ex- 
piatory sacrifice was in view from the 
garden to the cross. The penalty of 
broken laws of Adam as a son of God, 
was placed upon Jesus as a baby born 
with no more promise in this world 
than that He should die upon the 
cross. He there atoned for our sins. 
He completely propitiated God and 
supplied the righteousness God de- 
manded and mankind needed. 

Yes, this little Baby became a man, 
a rugged individual as to His person- 
ality, but filled with all the sweetness 
that a baby could have, or that a man 
needed to be a man, or that man need- 
ed to become God, since He was man 
only in the sense that He was born of 
the woman; but was God in that He 
was begotten of the Holy Ghost. Luke 
1:35; Matt. 1:20. In this manner “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth,” 
John 1:14. 

OBSTACLES 

There were obstacles and hindrances 
to the development of Jesus from His 
childhood, the same as there are hin- 
drances to children of this day. Cer- 
tainly God had a purpose for this 
unique Child, but He also has a pur- 
pose for the rest of our lives. Was it 
not said of children, “Of such is the 
kingdom of. heaven?” This objective 


-hope of. all children was made pos- 


sible because Jesus was going to grow 





up in wisdom and power, and finally 
die so that the rest of the children of 
the world could have a chance to be 
children of God, sons of God, born of 
the Holy Spirit within themselves. 

Yes, Jesus was confronted with the 
threat of death from His infancy. In 
hopes of destroying this heavenly 
youngster, if His carols were truly 
significant, Herod sent forth and slew 
all the children that were in Bethle- 
hem, and all the coasts thereof, from 
two years old and younger, Matt. 2:16. 
But the marvelous thing is that the 
Lord appeared unto Joseph in a dream, 
Saying, “Arise, and take the young 
child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I bring 
thee word, and he arose and took the 
young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt. 

The safety of Jesus during His in- 
fancy involved the actions and con- 
duct of His circumstantial father 
Joseph, and His mother. The safety of 
your child and every other child no 
less rests in the hands of their par- 
ents. God has not said for you or for 
me to flee into Egypt with our chil- 
dren for their safety. He said, . “Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven”; 
therefore, incident to their spiritual 
maintenance and to help them to 
overcome their enemies and difficult 
circumstances, God has said for .par- 
ents of our time who wish to protect 
their children to take them to church 
and “be thou there until I bring thee 
word.” If parents were consistent in 
the care of their children, God would 
bring them a further word of protec- 
tion and assurance for their children. 
Joseph and Mary had to be on guard, 
on the watch, and always ready for 
marching orders, to protect Jesus from 
Satanic traps and snares. It was 
through their obedience and faithful- 
ness that Jesus was delivered and kept 
within that spiritual atmosphere, of 
whom it was said, “The child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him,” Luke 2:40. 

DEVELOPMENT 

In.reading the second chapter of 

(Continued to page 16) 
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Well, another year has gone by and 
it’s Christmas time again. I say it this 
way because it seems that of late we 
don’t think of the year as being from 
January first to January _ first, but 
from Christmas to Christmas, Christ- 
mas brings the year to a climax be- 
fore entering into the next year. 


Christmas always brings a spirit of 
cheerfulness and joy. People hustle 
about and jostle through crowded 
stores and carry loads that would or- 
dinarily tire them to exhaustion, but 
in their hearts is a spirit that makes 
them forget all about tiredness. The 
joy of giving overwhelms all else. 
There’s something about it that 
makes giving count more than any- 
thing else at Christmas time. What is 
that something? 

Oh. when I see people hurrying here 
and there, I wonder if they ever stop 
and think about how Christmas really 
started. It started about nineteen 
hundred years ago in the quiet little 
town of Bethlehem, in the province of 
Judea, about six miles south of Jeru- 
salem. Yes, God Himself gave the first 
Christmas Gift. John 3:16. “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Everlasting 
life! What a gift that is. Romans 
6:23, “ ... the gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” And so, on that glorious 
morning, a natural life was brought 
into the world and, in the same. Per- 
son, a spiritual or eternal life for the 
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world. We try to give presents to each 
other that will be beneficial, some- 
thing that will be helpful. God, when 
He gave that great Gift, I’m sure, had 
considered the matter very much, and 
decided that as a last resort, He would 
give His only Son. 

Man had fallen short of God’s ex- 
pectations of him. God created man 
for His pleasure, but man did not care 
about the pleasures of God. He sought 
only his own pleasure and desires. His 
imaginations were evil continually, 
Gen. 6:5. God grieved in His heart 
over it and would have destroyed man 
completely had it not been for one 
man who found grace in His sight. 
Just think of it. Only Noah, out of 
that great multitude, was righteous, 
and God appreciated it so much that 
He spared men from being destroyed. 

Oh how glad He was to find some- 
one who loved him. Some folks pic- 
ture God as a great imposing being 
always casting a critical eye upon the 
earth, looking for somebody on whom 
to pronounce judgment. But He is 
not so. No, on the contrary, He is 
eagerly, hopefully searching for some- 
one who will serve Him. And when 
He finds one oh, how He and the 
angels of heaven rejoice! Luke 15:7. 

If fifty per cent, we'll say, of the 
earth’s population were serving God 
in righteousness, God’s big heart 
would be so filled with pride and joy 
that there would be no limit to the 
blessings He would pour out on the 
earth. It would be almost like heaven 
on earth. But to get on with the story, 


God's 
» Christmas Gift 


By REV. J. L. LOMBARD 


later on through the years, man again 
became evil and God again, through 
His matchless love, gave the law that 
man would know how God wanted 
him to live. But after a while, man 
began to obey the call of the fles 

and became too weak to obey the law. 
God had been continuing to give 
warning to the people through His 
prophets, and He had a perfect right 
to utterly destroy the earth. Again His 
great love came through and, as a last 
resort, He gave that brightest jewel 
heaven had. It was no pleasure, I’m 
quite sure, for Him to make this de- 
cision, but His love for humanity 
overwhelmed His own feelings and He 
gave that which was most precious 
and dearest to Him. “Surely, if I send 
my own Son from heaven, to lead 
them to me. they won’t reject,” He 
probably said; but the majority did, 
and still are rejecting. As I said, this 
was a last resort. After man has had 
considerable time, and God says it’s 
enough, He is going to take those who 
are serving Him out of the earth and 
destroy it. But the best part of it is 
that with the Gift came the possibility 
that we could serve God like He wants 
to be served. Don’t you think that was 







the most precious, the most wonderf 
Gift that could ever be given a man? 
Oh, there are people who might give 
great sums of money to others, that 
they wouldn’t want for anything the 
rest of their lives. Others give jewelry 
and fine clothes and various other ar- 
ticles that make the heart glad. All 
this is nice but this Christmas Gift 
that God gave goes beyond the limits 
of man because it is life eternal and, 
that, man cannot give. 

And so, with Christ came the spirit 
of giving. The wise men, when they 
came to worship Him, brought their 
gifts with them. The very spirit of 
Christ is the spirit of giving. All 
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World-Wide Bible Readings 
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Thanksgiving to Christmas, November 28-December 25 
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Acts 6:8-15; 7:44-60 (Stephen) 

Acts 9:1-9; 13:14-43 (Paul) 

: 2 Timothy 1:1-18 (Timothy) 
Hebrews 11:24-12:2 (Heroes of the Faith) 
__........ Matthew 2 (Jesus) 


Soturday 

Sunday, December 22 
SE NT aes 
Tuesday _.. _._. - 
Christmas Day, December 25 _...._ __.. 


Village constable in North China reads the Gospel. 


WHERE LITERACY HELPS 


» During the New Guinea campaign, the Air Corps learned 


that the native people there had been taught to read Eng- 
lish so they could use their Bibles. Our airmen promptly 
flew over a battle area and dropped leaflets to warn the 
people that they were going to destroy that area with 
bombs. The natives fled to the hills. 


After the bombs had been dropped, our infantry entered 
the area. They found the Japanese dead, but soon the 
natives began to come in from the hills. To the soldiers’ 
amazement, the people welcomed them in English. “Why 
did you learn and speak English?” they asked. “What use 
is it to you out here in the jungles?” 

One native replied: “We read your letters from heaven. 
They saved our lives. We would be dead now if we had 
not been able to read.” 
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THE FIRST PRINTED BIBLE 

Johann Gutenberg printed the first Bible at Mainz, Ger- 
many, between 1450-56. The Bible was in Latin, being 
printed from a contemporary manuscript of the Vulgate. 
There are between forty and fifty copies of this Bible in 
existence. One copy is owned by the Congressional Li- 
brary, Washington, D. C. This is said to be one of three 
perfect copies and one of several copies printed on Vellum. 
The cost of this Bible was nearly $400,000. 

VALUES 

Although the American Bible Society received more in 
gifts in the period from 1920 to 1946 than from 1816, the 
year it was organized, to 1920, the grand total received in 
130 years will not pay for one modern first-class battle- 
ship or plane carrier. The cost of “Operation Crossroads” 
will be many times the total amount given to the American 
Bible Society in 130 years. 

SALVATION ARMY IN MEXICO 

Possibly one reason for the rapid increase in Bible 
circulation and Bible reading in Mexico is the National 
Crusade for Evangelism recently conducted under the 
direction of the Salvation Army. This campaign centered 
its activities in a house-to-house distribution of separately 
bound Gospels in the cities, towns, villages, and out on the 
ranches. The little books were presented at each door 
after a short personal representation of the meaning of 
the Gospel. The Gospel portions were secured through the 
American Bible Society, the books sent to Mexico in car- 
load lots. 
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Studying the Scriptures in Alexandria, Egypt. 
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opened their treasures, they 
cense, and myrrh,” Matt. 2:1 


“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had 
_ unto him gifts; gold, and frankin- 


Celebrating Our 
Savior’s Birthday 


These were the wise men of the east 
coming into Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is He that is born king of the 
Jews?” They said they saw His star in 
the east and had come to worship 
Him. When they followed the star it 
led them to Jesus and they presented 
unto Him precious metals of gold, or 
it could have been gold money; 
frankincense, a fragrant resinous 
substance; and myrrh, an inspissated 
sap in drops. However, before they 
presented their gifts unto Jesus, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 


How do we as Christians celebrate 
our Savior’s birthday? To celebrate 
means to glorify. Including myself, 
and I have been a Christian for thirty 
years, I do say that we fall far short 
of celebrating our Lord’s birthday. 


It seems that everyone of our rela- 
tives and friends were born on the 
same day that Jesus was, and we re- 
member all of them and forget it is 
our Savior’s birthday that we are to 
remember. Now we know everyone is 
not born on the twenty-fifth day of 
December, although some are, and it 
is sweet and loving to give to them a 
love token, if we have it beside us to 
do so. I think, however, the Scripture 
above: plainly teaches that we are to 
give our gifts to Jesus. One might re- 
ply that Jesus is in heaven and we 
can’t send gifts up there to Him; 
nevertheless, I say that we can. 


“For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: Naked, and ye clothed 
me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, 
and gave thee drink? When saw we 
thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee? Or when 
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saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto thee? And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me,” Matt. 25:35-40. 

Of course, you might not know of 
one who is hungry, or thirsty, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison that you 
could help, and, if you did know, and 
wanted to help them, you might feel 
that they would be offended. But I 
believe that when we shop at this 
place and that place, for weeks’ before 
Christmas, for lovely gifts to be ex- 
changed with our relatives and 
friends on our Lord’s birthday, that is 
not the right way to celebrate it in 
this world of sin. 

First of all, we make out a long list 
of names, weeks before Christmas 
Day, and we usually write by each 
name the proper gift. Then, we get in 
a@ mad rush—running to and fro, 
searching, looking, waiting, and won- 
dering if so and so will spend as 
much on us as we do on them. Some- 
times we end up with a sick spell or 
nervous breakdown from so much 
work and worry, thinking that is the 
‘joyous way of giving gifts to our Lord. 
Have you not often heard Christians, 
as well as non-Christians, say, “I 
dread for Christmas to come. I will be 
glad when it is over.” If-we did as the 
wise men, there would be exceeding 
great joy; and as the Scripture tells 
us, we would find the true joy of 
Christmas. 

I had a long illness this summer, 
and my precious Lord revealed many 
things to me. It seems that one little 
incident that came into my life while 
I was ill brought the light to me on 
how to celebrate the Lord’s birthday. 
Jesus told us not to give our alms be- 
fore men to be seen of them, but to 
give them in secret. As I lay on my 






bed talking to the Lord, I was im- 
pressed mightily about a dear widow, 
a saint of God. At once I obeyed the 
Lord. I wrote a little note and tucked 
some money inside. That was on Sun- 
day, and on Tuesday she came to see 
me. She prayed. with me, and what a 


powerful prayer she did pray! She 
seemed to bring heaven right down 
into my room. She told me then that 
when she received my note she had 
not had a bite to eat for two days, 
and didn’t know where any food was 
coming from. 

If we will humble ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, and get 
down on our knees and pray, God will 
show us people all around who are in 
need. In our own churches and all 


% 


around us there are widows and ion 


children who are hungry and don 
have the necessary clothing to keep 
them warm, or perhaps they do not 
have coal for their fire, and numerous 
other things. If you are afraid of of- 
fending someone, ask God to impress 
certain ones on your heart and then 
you can know for sure what to do. Go 
about it in a secret way and the ones 
you help to have a more joyous 
Christmas will not be offended. 
Jesus tells us that we will have the 
poor with us always. Also James tells 
us, “If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and filled; not- 
withstanding ye give them not those 
(Continued on page 17) 
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Church of God Mission Board 
Acquires New Facilities 
Due to the ever increasing growth 
and responsibilities of the foreign mis- 


Ore: of the Church of God, it became 


ecessary to provide means of better 
supervising and serving our people in 
other lands. Therefore, at a meeting of 
the Foreign Mission Board two years 
ago, it was decided to create the of- 
fice of the West Indies Superinten- 
dent. 

Rev. Carl J. Hughes, a man of 
marked ability, with intense interest 
in missions, was chosen to serve in this 
field. Now after more than two years 
of service, the advisability of this ac- 
tion has been proven over and over 
again. The Church in the West Indies 
has enjoyed phenomenal growth and 
its organization has developed until 
today there are more than 100,000 peo- 
ple in these islands who make the 
Church of God their home. The 
Church continues to grow and God is 
richly blessing our efforts. 

We have now established the West 
Indies headquarters in Miami, Florida, 





Rev. Carl J. Hughes” 
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at a cost of $10,000. This lovely build- 
ing of Spanish architecture serves also 
as a home for Superintendent Hughes 
and is conveniently located near the 
36th Street airport in Miami. I know 
our people are pleased that the Lord 
has provided this property, which is 
well situated and free of debt. 


After realizing the advantages of 
having the Superintendent of the 
West Indies, the Board selected Rev. 
Vessie D. Hargrave to serve as Super- 
intendent.of the Church of God in 
Latin America. He is blessed with the 
benefit of having spent several years 
of his childhood in Mexico, where he 
acquired the Spanish language; in 
fact, it is a native tongue to him. 
Brother Hargrave is also acquainted 
with the Latin mind and habits of life, 
is a graduate of our Bible Training 
School and College, and has taken 
considerable work at the University of 
Mexico. 

The same experience of growth and 
progress that has been referred to in 
our missions in the West Indies has re- 
sulted from our efforts in Latin 
America, where God has rewarded 
our efforts with thousands of souls. 
We have hundreds of churches well 
established and an increasingly effec- 
tive organization in that field. Broth- 
er Hargraves is doing a splendid work 
in the field of Spanish literature and 
education. We now have several publi- 
cations in Spanish and also several 
schools for native training centers. 


A few weeks ago, at a cost of $13,000, 
we obtained property in San Antonio, 
Texas, with two acres of land on Mon- 
terrey Avenue; where we are planning 
to construct several buildings and 
necessary facilities for a Spanish- 
speaking Bible Institute. This property 
has a seven-room house, well furn- 
ished, which is the home of the Super- 
intendent. A new office building is 
now under construction which will 
provide room for translation. proof- 





Rev. Vessie D. Hargrave 


reading, and composition of some of 
our Spanish literature. We rejoice that 
this property is all free from any in- 
debtedness. 

We have, in addition to the above, 
acquired a lovely site for a Missionary 
Rest Home. This is a gift from the 
Church of God in Pennsylvania and is 
located in beautiful Edgewood Grove, 
at Somerset, Pennsylvania. There is 
a five-room cottage on this site and 
it is now being remodeled to provide a 
modest and well equipped rest home 
for missionaries on furlough. 

Edgewood Grove was formerly the 
city park of Somerset, Pennsylvania, 
but was purchased twelve years ago 
by the trustees of the Church of God 
in that state. It consists of forty acres, 
beautifully landscaped, with lovely 
grass, shrubs, and trees, and has been 
developed until today it is one of the 
most picturesque and well equipped 
church parks in the country. We sin- 
cerely appreciate the opportunity of 
instituting the first rest home for our 
missionaries in this lovely park, which 
is also the state headquarters and 
campground of the Church in Penn- 
sylvania. The local parsonage is also 
on the grounds and the park has per- 
petual care. The Missionary Rest 
Home is an answer toa great need 
which is ever more urgent as our mis- 
sions grow throughout the world. 

At this time, missionaries are being 
processed for work on ‘three conti- 
nents: viz, Africa, Europe, and Asia. 
The Church of God is sending the 
light to regions of darkness, and God, 


(Continued on page 17) 
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How Guilty Was the German Church 


J. ELWIN WRIGHT, D.D. 


(2nd Article in a Series on Europe.—UEA) 


Tas keenest disappoint- 
ment of the Christians of Germany 
has been the realization that the 
military government, and presumably 
the people in America, believe that 
there was little or no effective resist- 
ance to Hitler on the part of the Ger- 
man churches. In the light of the 
facts it is strange that this opinion is 
so prevalent. Two factors doubtless 
account for this misapprehension. 


First, was the carefully planned 
propaganda of the Nazis, which was 
designed to create the impression of 
practically one hundred per cent co- 
operation on the part of all the Ger- 
man people. Secondly, there was a 
complete suppression of any news of 
resistance. The only exceptions were 
the scant sketchy reports which 
leaked through Hitler’s iron curtain 
in the days before America entered 
the war. 

Since the cessation of hostilities 
and the occupation of Germany by the 
four powers, the impression of com- 
plete nonresistance has been fostered 
by the constant reiteration, on the 
part ef members of the occupation 
forces, of the cynicism, “None of us 
has ever met a Nazi.” 

And yet the real truth of the mat- 
ter attested and established by over- 
whelming documentary evidence, as 
well as reliable personal testimony, 
is that resistance, particularly on the 
part of the churches, was both con- 
tinuous and effective from the time 
that Hitler became Chancellor until 
his final downfall. This was not, of 
course, anything like a united move- 
ment on the part of the churches. 
Thousands of church leaders followed 
Hitler either willingly or hopefully. 
In the early days, many joined the 
Party because it seemed to them a 
possible solution of the menace of 
economic chaos and the probable 
swing to Communism. 

It should also be understood that in 
the early thirties, Hitler promised 
much to the church. There were 
many who felt that national Socialism 
might produce the revival which the 
churches so much needed. 
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However, as soon as Hitler’s real 
aims became apparent to the most en- 
lightened leaders of the church, re- 
sistance commenced. The courageous 
challenge which Dr. Niemoller pre- 
sented as early as 1933 is so well 
known that it scarcely needs repeti- 
tion. In that year more than 9,000 
pastors out of a total 14,000 joined 
his Pastors’ Emergency League. Later, 
more than 1,100 were imprisoned for 
their faith and testimony. Hundreds 
were eventually executed or died of 
ill treatment. The story of their devo- 
tion and martyrdom is one of the most 





May God give you 
Happiness and Health | 
during the 
holiday season 
and the 
coming new year 


R. R. Walker 


challenging events in modern church 
history. 


When the pressure against the Con- 
fessing Church, as the _ resistance 
movement came to be known, in- 
creased to the point where the semi- 
naries were closed by Hitler’s edict, 
secret seminaries were organized. 
More than 1,000 young men were 
trained for the ministry under the 
very nose of Himmler. The people of 
Germany provided $500,000 in volun- 
tary contributions for the mainte- 


nance of the schools. Thus new leader- 
ship was prepared against the day of 
liberation. The leaders of the resist- 
ance movement in the church who 
played parts comparable to that of 
Niemoller are too numerous to men- 
tion. Among them were such stal- 
warts as Bishops Wurm and Meiser, 
Dr. Hanns Lilje, Pastor Asmussen, 
Pastor Niesel, Dr. Heinemann, Pro- 
fessor Swend, and many others. 
Dr. Weissler of Berlin was 


o« 


mur- & | 
dered in a concentration camp in 


1937. Pastor Horst Thurmann was im- 
prisoned in Dachau. Pastor Steil of 
Wanne-Eichel died in a concentration 
camp. Pastor Stellbrink of Lukeck 
was martyred in 1943. Pastor Born- 
gasser was sentenced to six years im- 
prisonment the same year. Pastor 
Stylten was killed in Dachau. 

Pastor Paul Schneider of the Re- 
formed Church of Dickenshied was 
sentenced to Buchenwald in 1938. 
When he refused to doff his hat to 
the Nazi flag, he was given twenty- 
five lashes. When he persisted in de- 
claring the injustices, adulteries and 
murders of the Nazis, he was sus- 
pended by the arms from the bars of 
his cell window. Part of the time he 
was chained, bent over backward. 
Finally, when his emaciated and tor- 
tured body could stand no more, he 
collapsed and died. 

Pastor Bonhoeffer, when asked for 
what he was praying, replied, “If you 
really want to know, I am praying for, 
the defeat of my country because 
believe that it is the only way in 
which my country can pay for all the 
suffering it has caused the world.” 
He was killed in prison in 1945. 

Everywhere I went in Germany 
there were stories of fortitude, su- 
preme courage and devotion which 
tore my heart but at the same time 
made me long to be a worthy witness 
for Christ in any and all situations. 

It is notable that in the Confes- 
sional and Reformed Churches, the 
resistance was led by those who were 
of conservative conviction on doctri- 
nal matters, in most instances. 


There is, however, one respect in 
(Continued on page 17) 
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“Say not ye, There are yet four 
months, and then cometh harvest? be- 
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields; for they are 
white already to harvest. And he that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gather- 
eth fruit unto life eternal: that both 
he that soweth and he that reap- 
eth may rejoice together. And herein 
is that saying true, One soweth, and 
another reapeth. I sent you to reap 
that whereon ye bestowed no labour: 
other men laboured, and ye are en- 
tered into their labours,” John 4:35-38 


“For the kingdom of heaven is like 


unto a man that is an householder, 


which went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers into his vineyard. 
And when he had agreed with the la- 
bourers for a penny a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. And he went 
out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the market- 
place, and said unto them; Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is 
right I will give you. And they went 
their way. Again he went out about 
the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewise. And about the eleventh hour 
he went out, and found others stand- 
ing idle, and saith unto them, Why 
stand ye here all the day idle? They 
say unto him, Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye 
also into the vineyard; and whatso- 
ever is right, that shall ye receive,” 
Matt. 20:1-7. 


If there was ever a time when we 
need to lift up our eyes and look 

pon the fields that are white unto 

arvest, it is today. Do not wait four 
months, or until some future time, 
but do so right now. We know that if 
we will get the vision of the harvest 
fields as we should, a great harvest 
will result; but where there is no vi- 
sion the people perish. 

The trouble is that too many are 
standing idle through the sixth and 
eleventh hour, saying, “No man hath 
hired me—no man has given me a 
special place to work—no big church 
called me. I want to do something, 
but if I can’t do the big things, I 
won’t do anything. No man hath 
hired me, Lord”; or, in other words, 
“What does this church pay, and 
what am I going to get for my serv- 
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ices? Lord, we have left all and fol- 
lowed Thee, now what are we going to 
receive?” God pity us when we are 
standing idle this way. It is because 
we have no vision of lost souls. If we 
could see the value of one soul, we 
would rush into the harvest fields and 
go to work. If there is no open door 
just as we desire, we would make a 
door. 

The field is the world and it begins 
in our own home and reaches around 
the world. There is no need to worry 
about the pay, “for whatsoever is 
right, that shall ye receive.” “He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gather- 
eth fruit unto life eternal.” Just to 
have one soul on your account in 
heaven is worth a life of sacrifice and 
labor. 

First, the Mission Field. Every man 
can give and work in this field. Jesus 
was the Great Missionary. Though He 
was rich, yet He became poor that we 
might be rich. Possibly you can be a 
missionary preacher in new fields; 
but, if you can’t be a great speaker, 
you can bea personal worker. You 
can be a giver, and, at least, you can 
pray. All can work in the mission 
fields. 

Second, the Pastoral. Every man 
called some to be pastors. The crying 
need of the movement today is for 
real pastors, who have the interest of 
the sheep at heart, who will feed and 
care for them, and not fleece and 
butcher the lambs. God called Peter 
three times to feed the sheep and the 
lambs. 

Third, the Evangelistic Field. The 
need is so urgent in this field, for 
evangelists who have a message and 
a burden for souls, and who will co- 


operate with the pastors and churches 
Every church should be an evan- 
gelistic church, with the spirit of evan- 
gelism the dominating rule. Soul- 
saving should be the greatest aim. 
“He that winneth souls is wise.” 
Fourth, Sunday School Work. The 
Bible tells us that if we train up a 
child in the way he should go, when 
he is old he will not depart from it. 


Our people certainly need to ask 
God to give them a greater vision in 
the Sunday School work. This field 
affords a place for teachers and those 
who can help in training our people. 

The Music Field. This is an un- 
limited field. The Psalmist tells us to 
praise Him with all instruments. All 
through the Bible music and singing 
have played a great part in our work. 
There is a great demand for musi- 
cians and singers. I believe as many 
people have been brought into Pente- 
cost through music and singing as in 
any other way. Let us explore this 
field. 

There are many other fields in 
which one might work. Radio work is 
a vast field. By this means you have 
the opportunity to preach the mes- 
sage to multitudes of people. The field 
of literature is a needy field. The 
word is full of trashy, cheap litera- 
ture. We have the message of the 
hour—why not get it to the people. If 
nothing else, you can _ distribute 
tracts. 

Let us work while it is day, because 
the night cometh when no man can 
work. 





REVIVAL AT FOREST, LA. 
(Dunn District) 


10 Saved, 7 Sanctified, 7 Baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. 

Two weeks’ revival with three min- 
isters, Brother L. B. Morrison, A. L. 
Gates, and George Hemphill, doing the 
preaching. The church as a whole 
was greatly blessed. We thank God 
for the souls. 


You remember once it took four to 
bring one man to Jesus. Brethren, 
keep the revivals going, if several 
are needed to do the job. 
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WONDERFUL REVIVAL 
New Church 
14 Saved 
8 Sanctified 
8 Filled with Holy Ghost 

COLUMBUS, Ga.—I praise our God 
for His many blessings to us in our 
new church in Columbus, Ga. We 
closed a wonderful revival November 
3, with fourteen saved eight 
sanctified, eight filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and three added to the 
church. The church was greatly 
blessed and revived in many ways. 

_ Thank the Lord. The evangelistic 
party was Brother and Sister J. H. 
Ming and daughter. 

One night Brother and Sister Ming 
and daughter were singing, when 
Sister Ming began playing under the 
power and most everybody who had 
salvation was shouting. People began 
throwing up their hands and running 
to the altar screaming and crying out 
to God. Four were saved, three sanc- 
testified, and three filled with 
the Holy Ghost that night. Oh, 
how our hearts were made to re- 
joice in the Lord! This is a new 
church, just united with the Church 
of God since the General Assembly 
this year. The pastor of this church 
and fourteen of his good members 
cast their lot with us, and they seem 
very much encouraged since uniting 
with the Church of God. We feel like 
any church will do well to get them 
for a revival. They all work in the 
services. Brother and Sister Ming 
both preach, and Sister Ming and 
daughter both play the piano. Their 
home address is 1223 43d Street, Co- 
lumbus, Ga. Please pray for our new 
work in Columbus, that we will stay 
on fire for God and be a light to the 
world.—Sister Mattie Lou Larkin, re- 
porter, 340 Benning Drive, Columbus, 
Ga. 

REVIVAL 
11 Filled With Holy Ghost 
5 Joined Church 

EAST ALTON, Ill.—Sister Cuba A. 
Morris felt led to come to East Alton 
to conduct a revival. It began in Oc- 
tober and continued for five weeks. A 
continuous chain of prayer, along 
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with much fasting, proved very bene- 


ficial. As a result of this consecra- 
tion, eleven persons were filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Also, there were 
eight saved, six sanctified, and five 
added -to the Church. Neighboring 
churches cooperated with us by help- 
ing with the music and by their at- 
tendance. We learned to love Sister 
Morris and thank God for a servant 
who will follow His leading. We also 
appreciate our good pastor, Rev. Wal- 
ter Aldrich, and his family—Lula 
May Cox. 


MIGHTY REVIVAL 

30 Saved 
16 Received Baptism of Holy Ghost 

NAPLES, Fla.—We thank God for 
the mighty revival that has swept 
our church. Brother and Sister R. D. 
Cook, of Oklahoma, were with us and 
the Lord certainly blessed their min- 
istry. Thirty souls were saved, sixteen 
received the Holy Ghost, fourteen 
were baptized in water, and ten united 
with the Church. Our Sunday School 
reached a new record of 186, whereas 
157 had been the previous record. We 
appreciate our good pastor, Rev. F. F. 
O’Bannon, and his family.—Luby 
Kirkland, Sunday School  superin- 
tendent. 


A GREAT TENT REVIVAL 

25 Saved 
18 Received Holy Ghost 
27 Baptized in Water 
14 Added to Church 

LA BELLE, Fla.—On September 29, 
Rev. Walter Whidden put up his big 
gospel tent in the city park. The re- 
vival fire was burning when he 
arrived, and for six weeks he preached 
the Word of God with demonstration 
of the Spirit and power. Twenty-five 
souls were saved, a number sanctified, 
eighteen received the Holy Ghost, 
twenty-seven were baptized in water, 
and fourteen united with the Church 
of God. We also thank God for our 
good pastor, Rev. Claude Stokes, and 
his family—Mrs. J. B. Rudd, clerk. 

GOOD REVIVAL 

2 Received Baptism of Holy Ghost 

ADA, Okla.—We praise God for the 
good revival just closed, with Rev. L. 


W. Ledbetter, of Grand Bay, Ala. 
doing the preaching. The Lord blessed 
from the very first service. One was 
saved and sanctified, and two re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. There were 
messages given out under the power 
of the Holy Ghost and the church was 
stirred to a greater zeal to work for 
God.—Mrs. D G. Bozeman. 


GOOD REVIVAL 
9 Saved 


2 Baptized with the Holy Ghost 
Building a New Parsonage 
TALLAHALA, Miss—We have just 
closed a two weeks’ revival with Rev. 
Cecil Knight, of Hattiesburg, doing 
the preaching. He did some wonder- 
ful preaching and we had a glorious 
service every night. Nine were saved, 
one sanctified, and two filled with the 
Holy Ghost. His sisters, Louise and 
Annie Marshall, assisted him with 
special singing. Their presence and 


the revival will never be forgotten. : 


The entire church was blessed. 

We are also building a six-room 
parsonage. We have everything paid 
for up to date and our pastor is able 
to live in it now. We appreciate our 
good pastor, Brother Flemming, and 
his good wife. They have been will- 
ing to sacrifice for the church and are 
so faithful in the work.—Mrs. Myrtie 
White, clerk. 

REVIVAL 
1 Filled with the Holy Ghost 
1 Baptized in Water 
Purchased New Parsonage 

CLAYSBURG, Pa.—I want to praise 
God for the way He has blessed in 
the four weeks’ revival recently closed. 
We felt the presence of the Lord in 
every service. Sister Margaret Hell- 
man was the evangelist. Her mes- 
sages were very inspiring and helpful. 
Souls were revived, reclaimed, sanc- 
tified, one filled with the precious 
Holy Ghost, and one baptized in 
water. Our good pastor, Brother Paul 
R. Walker, and his faithful wife are 
doing a very fine work here. We re- 
cently purchased a parsonage and 
pray that we will soon have a church 
building of our own.—Carl Walter, 
clerk. 


MEMBERS GREATLY REVIVED 
Building Program on New 
Church Begun 

TOWNS, Ga.,—Pastor F. S. Smith 
did the preaching. One was baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and added to 
the church. 
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NOTICES... 


We are free to evangelize and are 
open for booking from the east to 
the west coast, as we plan to evan- 
gelize on the west coast the next two 
years. We will start from the east the 
first of 1947.—-Rev. and Mrs. Henry S. 
McClain, clo L. H. Eason, 1942 May- 
wood Place, Atlanta, Ga. 

To the Colored Churches in Illinois, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee: In our last 
states convention it was passed that 
churches with a membership under 
thirty send $1.00 each month with 
your church report to the state over- 
seer for the state mission work, and 
churches with a membership above 
thirty send $2.00. Also, each minister 
in these states send $1.00 each month 
to your state overseer for the state 
mission work. This includes our fe- 
male ministers. Each pastor is re- 
sponsible for the churches where he 
is pastor —F. B. Bell, your state over- 
seer. 








—— 


ILLINOIS STATE MINISTERS’ 
PRAYER CONFERENCE 
Southern Conference 
H. L. Chesser, Assistant General 
Overseer, guest speaker. Eldorado 
church, Eldorado, Illinois, January 7- 

9. 
Northern Conference 
Urbana church, .408 East Illinois St., 
Urbana, Illinois, January 14-16. 
EVERYBODY WELCOME! 
M. P. Cross, State Overseer. 


DEAT HS 
TETRIS oe RRR 
Phillips 
Brother J. L. Phillips, age forty-six, 
passed away to be with the Lord. He 
was a devoted man and spent his life 
trying to help others. He is survived 
by a devoted family—Mr. and Mrs. 

Ralph Phillips. 


Treece 


Sister Flora Treece, aged seventy-- 


four, a charter member of the Church 
of God at Saxton, Pa.,, went to be with 
Jesus Novembr 17, 1946. She is sur- 
vived by her husband, seven children 
and a host of friends—Mrs. Elmer 
Miles. 
Freemon 

On October 10, 1946, death took our 

dear Brother Omie T. Freemon to his 
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reward. He has been a member of 
the Church of God in Sherman, Texas, 
several years. He is survived by his 
wife, eight brothers, three sisters, and 
a host of friends.—Rev. H. N. Bridges. 
Wilburn 

Our dear Sister R. H. Wilburn passed 
away to be with the Lord the 27th 
day of October. She was a member 
of the Church of God at Gatewood, 
Coffeeville, Miss—Maude Ellen Hight, 
her pastor. 

Hanson 

The death angel came for our be- 
loved Brother Philip W. Hanson on 
October 11, 1946. He is survived by 
his wife and two daughters. Brother 
Hanson was a faithful member and 
minister of the Church of God for 
many years. He was loved and ap- 
preciated by all who knew him— 
H. L. Diffie, his pastor. 

Richardson 

Mrs. Vera Richardson, widow of Rev. 
Jack Richardson, departed this life 
Sept. 28, 1946, at the age of twenty- 
four. She leaves behind two precious 
boys, ages six and three. She was a 
member of the Church of God at Big 
Springs, Texas.—Mrs. Myrtle Evetts, 
Slaton, Texas. 


Requests for Praver . . . 


PRAY FOR: 


The Lord to undertake for me in 
my afflictions—Martha Oneal, Slab 
Fork, W. Va. 

Our little boy who is seriously af- 
flicted in body.—Clyde Burton, Hayes- 
ville, N. C. 

A friend who is in the hospital with 
T. B. He is unsaved.—R. Cawthorn, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

God to give me some ease in my 
body. I know I can’t be here much 
longer unless He undertakes.—Belle 
Powell, Russel Springs, Ky. 

God to heal my head and eyes.— 
Mrs. A. J. Farris, Cleveland, Miss. 

God to save my soul and heal me of 
T. B—James P. Rogers, Ward 10B, 
Battey State Hospital, Rome, Ga. 

The Lord to cause all my teeth to 
get tight again, also heal my gums 
and break up this disease.—A Brother. 

The healing of .my eyes; I suffer 
terribly —Mrs. Harrison Jones, Cleve- 





land, Tenn. 

My two girls. One five years old 
has a breaking out, and the one two 
years old has a sore ear.—Mrs. Lannie 
Wiggins, Ochlochnee, Ga. 

My baby to be healed of rash. She 
has had it for about two years.— J. M. 
Vice, Thomasville, Ga. 

The healing of my sister’s body, and 
my loved ones to be saved.—Mrs. J. C. 
Blaylock, Campaign, Tenn. 

My baby to be healed of a terrible 
cold in his head.—Etna Presson, Nor- 
man, Okla. 

Me to be healed of low blood pres- 
sure and other ailments.—Ernestine 
Lloyd, Mattox, Va. 

Brother Robert Carver who has a 
carbuncle on the back of his head.— 
Mrs. Mabil Richardson, Farrellsburg, 
W. Va. 

A neighbor to be saved and her leg 
to be healed.—Mrs. Lee Stamey, Brass- 
town, N. C. 

A special unspoken request.—Mrs. 
L. C. Williams, Millen, Ga. 

God to heal my body solI can take 
care of my home, also that my hus- 
band will receive. the Holy Ghost.— 
Mayme Wilson, Asheville, N. C. 

My husband to be saved, also a 
special unspoken request.—Mrs. Eurl 
Dollar, Flat Creek, Ala. 

That my husband will be saved and 
daughter obtain work in the ministry. 
—Mrs. Warren Akers, Navarre, Ohio. 

The healing of my sixteen-year-old 
daughter of lung trouble; also a 
daughter-in-law, who is improving, 
and my loved ones to be saved.—Mrs. 
Estelle Holloway, Coffeeville, Miss. 

My two boys to be saved, and my 
husband to receive the Holy Ghost.— 
Willie Gentry, Muscadine, Ala. 

My two daughters to be healed of 
what is believed to be either cancer 
or T. B—A Reader. 

My wife, two daughters, and me to 
be healed—R. E. Thompson, Vero 
Beach, Fla. 

My healing, also my husband to re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost and be healed, 
and a friend to be healed.—Mrs. Pres- 
ley, Canoe, Ala. 

My father and grandson to be 
healed.—Mrs. Staples, Macon, Ga. 

A special unspoken request.—A Sis- 
ter in Christ. 





The only abiding place Christ has 
is where faith abides. 
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TESTIMONIES 





Family Healed of Many Things 

I praise the Lord for His wonderful 
healing power. He has healed so 
many times in our home. We have 
three children and they have never 
taken a drop of medicine. The Lord 
has healed them of whooping cough, 
measles, carbuncles, colds, and many 
other things. He healed my baby of 
trench mouth, and I promised the 
Lord I would testify of it through 
the Evangel. Sometime ago, Sister 
Archer, of Mexico, prayed for me and 
the Lord healed me of sinus trouble. 
We have so much to praise the Lord 
for. Praise His holy name.—Mrs. 
Willard Walston, 327 Chesapeake 
Avenue, Crisfield, Maryland. 


Healed of Kidney Trouble 

I truly thank the Lord for His won- 
derful healing power. Sometime ago, 
I had a bad spell of kidney trouble. 
The folks wanted me to go to a doc- 
tor, but I thought of writing Brother 
Rouse for prayer. I had just read 
his testimony in the Evangel. I wrote 
him and he sent me an anointed cloth. 
The Lord healed me before the cloth 
arrived. Praise His holy name!—Mrs. 
Hersie Blair, Deville, La. 

He Is All We Need 

I am truly thankful this morning 
because we find in Jesus all we need. 
If we need rest for the soul, we find 
that rest in Jesus. The Word says, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

We find in Him a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. He 
says He will never forsake us or leave 
us alone. He will not let us be 
tempted above that we are able to 
bear, but with the temptation He will 
make a way of escape. 

We find in Him a healer. Praise 
His wonderful name. I feel impressed 
to testify to His healing for my little 
son. Sometime ago, he took very sick 
all at once. We prayed time after 
time when he suffered so badly. The 
Lord would touch his little body and 
ease him for a short time. He suf- 
fered near death it seemed. For five 
days he didn’t eat anything or didn’t 
rest. The fifth day, my mother; hus- 
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band and I prayed until we got victory. 
The Lord wonderfully touched his 
body. He got easy and went to sleep 
before we were half through praying. 
In a few days, he was up playing. I 
praise the Lord for healing him. 

The Lord has healed in our home 
many times. Once, when our oldest 
child had drunk gas and was turning 
blue, gasping for breath, we prayed 
and the Lord heal him. He was play- 
ing within two hours. He also healed 
my husband of ulcerated stomach.— 
Mrs. Estelle Robertson, Epps, La. 

Healed Many Times 

Sometime ago I sent a request for 
prayer to Brother L. G. Rouse, also 
to the Evangel. I received an anointed 
cloth from Brother Rouse with these 
words, “Throw your medicine away 
and place the cloth on your body, 
trusting God, and get up in the name 
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of Jesus and you will be healed.” I 
did so and thank God He touched my 
body. I had been in bed for eleven 
weeks. I promised God if He would 
heal my body I would send a testi- 
mony. The first day I got up I could 
only sit up ten minutes, the next day 
I sat up three hours, the following day 
seven hours. I am now doing my 
cooking. I thank God for His heal- 
ing power, and I also thank the ones 
who prayed for me. I want to live 
so God can use me in His service. He 
has healed me many times. He healed 
me of cancer four years ago. He 
healed two of my children when the 
doctor said they couldn’t live. Oh, 
praise His name!—Sarah Allen, Route 
2, Box 59, Miamisburg, Ohio. 








1 Haven’t Forgot To Thank God 

Dear Christian Friends everywhere: 
Greetings in the name of Jesus. I am 
glad I have the victory in my soul. 
For sometime I have felt led to send 


my testimony to the Evangel. 

In December, 1942, our only boy was 
called to the army of the U. S. A. to 
help fight for our country. What a 
sad time that was for us. Like most 
all other young boys, he wanted to go 
and tried to be brave about it. 

On his first furlough, he was home 
only a short time when he was taken 
very ill. He had to stay in the hospi- 
tal twenty-one days. I felt like God 
permitted him to get home before he 
got sick so that we could be with him 
some, as they had taken him a long 
way from home for his training. 

In August, 1944, he went overseas 
to England. It seemed as if my heart 
would break, because I had fasted and 
prayed for God not to let him go over- 
seas. I tried to have faith but I 
couldn’t understand it. I would try 
to put him in God’s hands, but I would 
not let’ him stay. Those were really 
dark days. 

When the awful break-through took 
place over there, in December, 1944, I 
knew my boy was in it. Some tried 
to tell me he wasn’t, but I knew bet- 
ter; because God would reveal things 
to me about my boy. He even showed 
me that something would happen to 
him, but I didn’t believe it could hap- 
pen to my boy. 

On February 6, 1945, a telegram 
came saying that my boy was missing 
in action. Friends, only those who 
have gone through something like 
this, and God, know how we felt at 
this time. It seemed as if everything 
had gone out of my life. I didn’t care 
to live any longer. 

Our beloved pastor came to offer 
what help he could, and also our 
friends came to comfort us; but I 
felt like I was in a daze and they 
didn’t mean anything to me. I felt all 
alone. 

While talking with the Lord one day, 
I asked Him why it had to be 
my boy. He was unsaved and was 
the only boy we had. Since he was 
gone I begged the Lord to let me die. 
Then the sweet Holy Ghost came on 
the scene, and oh so real! He spoke 
through me and said my boy was 
alive. He was a-prisoner of war. 

In a few days, I received another 
message from the War Department 
saying they had not found him. I be- 
gan to doubt, trying to believe he 
was really dead. One morning after 
that I went to prayer, and when I 
arose my burden was just as heavy as 
before. I went about my work with a 
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prayer on my lips. All of a sudden 
the Holy Ghost came on the scene 
again and revealed to me that my boy 
was alive. I never doubted any more. 

In April, 1945, I received two letters 
from him, telling me that he had been 
a prisoner of war, but was free, well, 
happy, and would soon be on his way 
home. Friends, it was then that I 
really rejoiced. I was so happy I 
couldn’t eat or be still very long at a 
time. I didn’t forget to thank God 
for bringing my darling boy back to 
me. 

He is home now and has a good job, 
but he is still unsaved. I want every+ 
one who reads this to please pray for 
him, that he will let God save him, 
that he might be a worker for the 
Lord. Don’t pass this up, but pray for 
him; also pray for me to always live 
a humble Christian life—Mrs. N. H. 
Harris, 200 Piccadilly Street, Colum- 
bia, S. C. 





A CHILD’S FAITH—THE 
PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY 


(Continued from page 3) 


and snack shops until the home is be- 
coming more and more a relic. 

Listen! Mother, Father, you are held 
accountable for your attitude toward 
your children’s religious training. Lit- 
tle Tommy and Mary are eager to 
learn—the whole world must be re- 
discovered by each of them. In those 
tender earlier moments of their lives, 
their conception of God is indeed very 
personal; their prayers are very sim- 
ple, yet sincere, many times touching 
the hardest heart when nothing else 
seems effective. They visualize God 
in goodness and greatness through 
their parents. Their faith is so explic- 
it that they have utmost confidence 
and trust. It is so characteristic to 

ear the little boy boasting of his 
father in races—his dad is the fastest 
runner. In games his dad can’t be 
beaten; his dad’s car is the best made, 
it passes everything on the road; in 
fact, what his dad can’t do, just isn’t 
possible. They have realistic faith. 
Mary tells her mother, “Mother, I have 
fifteen cents.” Mother replies, “No, 
honey, you have only a nickel,” but 
still Mary insists, “I have fifteen 
cents. You see, I have this nickel and 
daddy promised me a dime at noon 
and that makes fifteen cents; so I 
have fifteen cents.” If only we would 
trust our heavenly Father thus. 

But there are times when they have 
their doubts and fears when they 
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should be encouraged. Little Martha, 
while sleeping in her bed near the 
window, was awakened suddenly by 
the lightning flashing blindingly in 
her eyes, and the shocking thunder 
frightened her severely. She cried out 
to her mother to.come quickly and get 
her. Mother said, “Don’t you know Je- 
sus is right near you and with you, 
and He won’t let the storm hurt you?” 
But little Martha said, “But, Mother 
when I’m real scared like this I want 
somebody with me I can touch.” 
Care should ever be used in helping 
them to understand properly. At 
Christmas time, instead of telling 
them different fairy tales, and teach- 
ing them about Santa Claus or that 
a witch brings them presents, just tell 
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Christmas Greetings 


Every one is 
fascinated by the 
shooting stars, 
which flame in 
transient bril- 
liance and fade in 
a moment. But we 
think of another 
star, the star of 
the east that led 
men to Christ, 
and Christ Him- 
self shines as the 
fairest star of ail, 
the “bright and 
morning star” 
that illumines life. 
For in him was 
life and the life 
was the light of 
men. The Star of 
Bethlehem. 

A very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to every one. 


H. L. Chesser 
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them the story of God’s gracious, 
glorious Gift to the world, and in order 
to commemorate and show apprecia- 
tion of this Gift, we give little things 
to each other. 

In all the world, through all the 
ages. no stories have had such mean- 
ing and importance as the stories sur- 
rounding Jesus’ birth. Christ’s first 
coming set in motion the greatest 
powers ever known to man—heaven 
came near; no wonder the angels 
sang; wise men, shepherds, kings 
sought Him; and hell became mightily 
stirred until the master force of all 
evil, the devil, set in motion the strat- 
egy to destroy Him. But, thank God, 
our once little Jesus grew, received 


power, taught, died, arose, and lives 
today. Yes He lives! He lives—in the 
hearts of everyone who receives Him. 
He lives purely to bless every little 
girl and boy, all the larger boys and 
girls, every father. and mother, and 
every soul in the world this wonder- 
ful Christmas. 





GOD’S CHRISTMAS GIFT 
(Continued from page 6) 
through His life on this earth 
He was continually’ giving. To 
some, He gave food when they were 
hungry; to others, He gave eyesight; 
to others, He gave hearing; to others, 
deliverance from the devil; to others, 
their dead restored to life; to 
others, their crippled limbs made 
whole; to others, but oh, I could go on 
and on telling the good things that 
Christ gave, but best of all, to many 
He gave salvation, the assurance of 
life beyond this life. His disciples 
caught the spirit of giving from Him, 
and after He departed from them 
they continued to give, through His 
spirit, the things that He had been 

giving. 

Yes, with Christ came the spirit of 
giving, and with Him today comes the 
spirit of giving. When we believe in 
Him and receive Him into our hearts, 
then we have a desire to give others 
that which we have received. And so, 
friends, while we are thinking about 
the gifts and presents we are going to 
give our loved ones and our friends, 
let us remember that if we give a 
spiritual gift, it will be most appre- 
ciated in time to come. 

In Matthew 10:8, Jesus said, “Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give.” So let us be like 
Peter and John when they went up 
to the Temple to pray and saw the 
lame man at the gate, Acts 3:16. Peter 
said to him, “Silver and gold have I 
none, but such as I have give I thee; 
in the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth rise up and walk.” We can give 
such as we have in the name of Jesus. 
We can tell somebody about the 
Christ whose birthday we are cele- 
brating on December 25, that He was 
born into this world that we might 
have everlasting life. Who knows but 
that some word you might say will be 
the means of somebody accepting 
Christ as their Savior and receiving 
“such as I have”? Remember, God 
was the first to give, and He is going 
to be the last to give, when He gives 
us that holy city, New Jerusalem. 
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A BABY MAKES GOOD 
(Continued from page 5) 
Luke, a person will readily observe that 
those things of the ritual, such as 
circumcision and the sacrifice of two 
turtledoves or two young pigeons, as 
required by the law, were carefully 
observed. The obedience of faith in 
parents inspires children to make 
good. “A Baby makes good” only under 
God’s guidance, and that guidance, as 
we have already seen, was primarily 
brought to bear upon that Child 
through its parents. It was said of 
Jesus that “the child grew” and not 
only that He grew, but He also “waxed 
strong in spirit.” While this process 
of development was going on in the 
life of our Savior during His child- 
hood, it is authoritatively stated that 
he was “subject unto them”; that is, 
He was subject to parental instruction. 
The child must have a willingness to 
learn and to obey, but that willingness 
will first spring from the loving ef- 
fort of parents in an endeavor to train 

their children. 

It was said of Jesus “That God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ,” Acts 
2:36. Let us notice that He was made 
“both Lord and Christ.” He was named 
Jesus before He was born. This name 
means “Jehovah is salvation.” The 
salvation Jehovah was offering to the 
world was wrapped up in the future 
and death of the infant Jesus. He was 
also made Lord. “Lord” means “mas- 
ter” or “owner.” Objectively, Jesus was 
born Christ the Lord, Luke 2:11; but 
actually, God made Him Lord or Own- 
er by virtue of His obedience unto 
death to purchase the Church with 
His own blood. God also, incident to 
the successful conclusion of His work, 
anointed Him with the Holy Ghost. 
Matt. 3:16; Acts 10:38. “Christ” ac- 
tually means anointed, since God 
anointed Him; He actually made Him 
Christ. Thus, what was intended for 
Jesus to become was accomplished by 
His obedience, and by God anointing 
Him with the Holy Ghost through 
which He wrought out God’s will. con- 
cerning Him. It is no wonder men 
grasp inspiration from Christ as Lord 
and Savior; a life so surrendered unto 
God, and therefore laid open to all 
the fullness of God, arouses a will to 
surrender to, to be of service both unto 
God and man. 

Many of our boys and girls who are 
away from God and probably away 
from home could and would make good 
if proper effort was made by those 
who should love them and whose re- 
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sponsibility it is to care for them. 
Jesus made good only by surrendered 
effort. By applying the same rule, any 
child can make good, not only in 
things from the standpoint of success, 
but also relative to spiritual attain- 
ments. 





BLIBLE GLINTS 

(Continued from page 4) 
ing of the Cleveland Sunday School 
Convention, Mr. Egemeier challenged 
the “complacency of some church peo- 
ple” toward what he called the anti- 
democratic theories advanced by some 
textbooks. 

“Investigate for yourselves the text- 
books foisted on your children at 
school,” he urged. “Study the texts 
and see how many things recom- 
mended in some of these books are 
directly contrary to our ideals of free- 
dom and liberty and the teachings of 
Jesus.” 

Sunday School programs must be 
revitalized to discourage crime and 
immorality, Mr. Egemeier declared. 

“J. Edgar Hoover and other leaders 
in this fight keep pleading that the 
church step out and take some defi- 
nite and constructive action to reverse 
the Nation’s demoralized attitudes,” 
he added. 

“We are abetting the raising of our 
boys and girls on a diet of blood- 
thirsty crime programs on the radio 








and in books, The*motion picture in- 
dustry, too, is allowed by us to be 
not only a channel for communism 
but also a means to enhance the al- 
lure and popularity of a lowering 
morality.” 

Mr. Egemeier offered a four-point 
plan to make the Sunday Schools more 
effective in social regeneration: 

(1) Replace moral confusion with a 
revitalized church school program 
reaching young people. 

(2) Encourage a sweeping revival to 
reach young people outside’ the 
church, 

(3) Coordinate Sunday School work 
with other organizations such as lay- 
men’s and youth movements. 

(4) Establish a fresh approach to 
orient parents to the needs of their 
children. 





NAE GOES TO OMAHA 
The 1947 annual convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
will be held in Omaha, April 14-17. 
The Boston headquarters of NAE has 
been advised by the Omaha Chamber 
of Commerce that date and accom- 

modations have been cleared. 
A streamlined convention program 
is being planned by the program com- 
mittee headed by Dr. Stephen W. 


Paine, president of Houghton College. 
(UEA.) 
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HOW GUILTY WAS THE 
GERMAN CHURCH 
(Continued from page 10) 


which the most devout and evangeli- 


cal leaders have: been placed at a 
great disadvantage. Most of the 
smaller denominations and _ free 
church organizations have always be- 
lieved, and still believe, in the entire 
separation of church and state. They 
hold the conviction that it is not the 
function of the church to engage in 
politics. They believe that the entire 
energy and effort of the church 
should be directed to the proclamation 
of the gospel and the nurture of be- 
lievers. In the nature of the case, 
these groups were less in the lime- 
light during the years of struggle than 
those communions which held the 
view that the church is responsible for 
government. The small groups to 
which I refer include Baptists, Meth- 
odists, Evangelicals, Brethren, Pente- 
costals, and some others. If they are 
now criticized by such competent and 
excellent authorities as Stewart W. 
Herman, for a failure to issue more 
convincing proclamations of their re- 
pentance, it is because they feel little 
sense of personal guilt in connection 
with Hitler’s Germany. They were 
following what they believed to be a 
Biblical and consistent course. From 
my conference with these leaders I 
am confident that as individuals and 
citizens they were, in the great ma- 
jority of instances, as opposed to Hit- 
ler’s government as the men who took 
a more active part in the political re- 
sistance. 

Possibly the greatest mistake of our 
occupation government in the Ameri- 
can Zone has been its seeming ina- 
bility to evaluate properly the availa- 
ble material for leadership in the new 
democratic Germany for which they 
are striving. In its screening of these 
leaders to eliminate the politically un- 
desirable, it has a rule of thumb 
which has undoubtedly robbed Ger- 
many of some of its best and most 
capable men. If a man was a member 
of the Party in the earlier years of 
Hitler’s rule it was assumed that he 
was unfit. As a matter of fact, many 
of those who went into the Party in 
this period did so with the sincere 
belief that their participation might 
assist in building a constructive move- 
ment for the political salvation of 
their country. Large numbers of these 
dropped out when Hitler’s policies 
and power were more clearly re- 
vealed. Others remained in the Party 
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for a time with the deliberate inten- 
tion of sabotaging it from within. 
These are eliminated from all possi- 
bility of assisting in education, the 
church, or in any political position. 
The result is that incompetents are 
filling the places of leadership. In 
many instances the trouble is still 
deeper than mere incompetence. Com- 
munists who resisted Nazism have a 
clean bill of health and are being 
placed in responsible positions. 

Much difficulty would have been 
avoided if the military government 
had sought the counsel of leaders in 
the church who had demonstrated 
their freedom from implication in 
Nazism. They were in a position to 
know who could be trusted. We have 
largely lost, down to the present time, 
the benefit of their help. However, 
there are indications of changes in 
policy for the better. The earlier mis- 
takes are becoming apparent and a 
larger measure of responsibility in 
many matters is being given to those 
who have demonstrated their willing- 
ness to work for a democratic Ger- 
many. There is still time, I believe, 
to salvage much that was temporarily 
lost in the first hectic days of the oc- 
cupation. 

What of the future of the German 
Church? We shall discuss this in our 
next article—UEA. 


CELEBRATING OUR SAVIOR’S 
BIRTHDAY 
(Continued from page 8) 

things which are needful to the body; 
what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone,” 
James 2:15-17. Most of us donate a 
little here and there through the 
years toward Christmas baskets, etc., 
and that is good as far as it goes, but 
I say we are .overanxious about the 
way we carry out Christmas. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to 
the shepherds and announced the 
Savior’s birth in this manner: “Fear 





not: for, behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of-great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men,” Luke 2:10, 11, 13. We 
are to glorify our Lord, and praise 
Him. If we take what He so lovingly 
gave to us, and make it go as far as it 
will in secret, sharing with those that 
are more unfortunate than we are, 
this will bring peace, joy, love, and 
good will into the hearts and lives of 
men, and what exceeding great joy 
will be ours! 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 

(Continued from page 9) 
the loving Father of all mankind, is 
providing the Church with some of the 
best in Spirit-filled, educated, young 
men and women that this country af- 
fords. The spirit of missions is moving 
among us and as we surrender com- 
pletely to His will, others in distant 
lands will join in the glad refrain— 
JESUS SAVES! 

Continue to support the cause of 
missions; it is the cause of Christ. 
Missions was the burden of His min- 
istry and now missions is the respon- 
sibility of the Church. — J. Stewart 
Brinsfield, Executive Missions Secre- 
tary. 





TESTIMONY 

God had been dealing with my soul 
for some time. I would keep putting 
Him off, but one day I was taken seri- 
ously ill. I prayed to God to save me 
and heal me. He wonderfully touched 
my body and healed me, and saved 
my soul. He also saved my husband 


and we are now members of the 
Church of God.—Mrs. 
liams, Whitehouse, Fla. 


Estelle Wil- 
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ALABAMA 


Bro. Frank Johnson, over Station ae 
Birmingham, Ala. — at 5:15-5:45 a. m. 
Sunday, 7:00-8:00 a 

Rev. C. T. “ntioting over station WKAX, 
Birmingham, 900 ae daily 1:30-2:00 p.m.; 
Sunday 1:00-2:00 p.m 

“Gospel Message,” over station WCOV, 1210 
Kce., Montgomery, Sunday, 8:45-9:15 a.m. M. D. 
Harwood, pastor. 

Sylacauga Church of God, over station in 
ewe 1340 Ke., Sunday 7:00-7:30 a.m. 

. O. Philen, pastor. 

gas Carl Green, over station WJOI, Florence, 
Sunday, 9:00-9:30 a.m. 


ARIZONA 
Bisbee, over station KSUN, Lowell, Ariz. each 
-Sunday morning from 9:15-9:45. O. N. Swear- 
engin, pastor. 
CANADA 
Western Canada, over CHAB, Moose Jaw, 
Sask., 800 Kc. Sunday, 8:00-8:30 a. m.; Mon- 
day, Friday, Saturday, 9:15-9:30 a. m. 


FLORIDA 
Manatee, over Station WDHL, each Sunday, 
9:00-9:30 a. m. J. B. Ellis, pastor. 
GEORGIA 


Toccoa, over WRLC, each Sunday from 


\ :00-8:00 a. m. Monday through Friday, 10:15- 


10:30 a. m. . Fowler, pastor. 
‘Rossville, West Gordon Avenue church, over 
station WAPO, Chattanooga, Tenn., each Sun- 
from 6:30-7:00 a. m. Hoyt Odum um, pastor. 
"ede Rome over station WRGA, each Sat- 
yday from 9:30-10:00 a. m. C. E. Richard, 
stor. 
‘The Church of God Radio Hour, over Station 
\|AYX, Waycross, Ga. Every first and third 
nesday at 11:50 a. m., CST. J. B. Conner, 
tor, Hazlehurst, Ga. 
dio Evangelistic Hour, over Station WGOV, 
dosta, and WMGA, Moultrie, South Georgia 
etwork. Sunday 3:00-4:00 p. m. EST, direct 
m the Church of God. Morning Bible Class 
onday through Friday at 7:45 a. m. over 
GOV, Valdosta, 1450 Kc. L. O. Peck, pastor- 


ILLINOIS 

Carmi, over station WEBQ, Harrisburg, each 
prieg from 10:00-10:30 a. m. J. L. Summers, 
pas 


KENTUCKY 

Harlan, over WHLN, 1230 ea. Re ws 
through ‘Saturday from 8:00-8:15 a } re 
Harrawood, pasto; 

“The Mornin one Dp of Louisville 
churches over + "ome e, Ky., each Fri- 
day from 6:15-6:45 a 

Lexington, over ol WBUY, 1190 Ke., 


Sunday, 3:00-3:30 p. m. R. W. Doolittle, pastor. 


MARYLAND 
pn nag asd station WBOO, each Saturday 
morning 9:30-10:00 a. m. J. R. Burkett, pastor. 
Yo People’s Gospel Service, over Station 
WPMD. Proderick rick, Md. Each Saturday from 
4:30-5:00 p. m. George A. Harne in charge, 
Smithsburg, Md. 
MISSOURI 
South St. Joseph over station Evan, 1450 
Ke. Each Gundes from 2:30-3:00 p. L. E. 
Holdman, 


South St. Joseph | § yo a oo owe 


KV. 
Mrs. L. E. Holden 
MONTANA 
Bozeman, each Sunday at 10:00 p. m. W. B. 
Snyder, pastor. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Bladenboro No. 1 Church of God, over Sta- 


tion WTSB, Lumberton, N. C., from 9 to 9:30 
a. m., 1340 Ke. Frank Petrucelli, pastor. 

Hope Mills, over station WFNC, 1440 Kc., 
Fayetteville, each Wednesday at 9:00-9:15 a.m. 
Each Sunday from 8:45-9:15 a. m. J. H. Danieis, 
pastor. 

“Church of God Hour” over Station WGNC, 
Gastonia, each Saturday from 1:00-1:30 p. m. 
Rev. Floyd Timmerman in charge. 

Roanoke Rapids, over WCBT, each Saturday 
at 2:30 p.m. Floyd A. Boger, pastor. 

Wilmington, over WMFD, are. 1400 
Ke., each Sunday from 7 :30-8 :00 ¥. DBD. 
Combs, pastor. 

Winston-Salem, over Station WAIR, 1340 Kc., 
each Wednesday at 6:30 a. m. Roland Virrico, 
pastor. 

“Precious Moments,” Concord, over station 
WFNC, ph, fap tne 1450 on the dial, Sunday, 
8:00 a. m.; Thursday, 7:30 a. m. D. H. Delk, 
pastor. 

Belmont, over station WEGO, Concord, 
Saturday, 3:30-4:00 p.m. 1410 Ke. Clifford Jen- 
kKerson, pastor. 

Rocky Mount, over station WEED, each Sun- 
day morning 8:30 to 9:00. 1250 Kc. on the dial. 
G. F. Carter, pastor. 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Minot, over KLPM, each Sunday from 6:30- 
7:00 p. m. O. M. Backman. 


OHIO 
Cleveland, over station WADC, Cleveland. 
M. W. Patterson, pastor. 
Canton, daily over station WCMW, 8:45-9:00 
a.m. G. W. Hodges, pastor. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

Langley church, over WGAC, Augusta, Ga, 
1300 Ke., each Sunday from 8:30-9:00 a. m. 
Carl Cox, pastor. 

Columbia church, over station WCOS, 1400 
Kce., each Sunday 8:30-9:00 a.m. E. M. Morten- 
son, pastor. 

Dillon, over Station WDSC, 800 on your dial, 
each Sunday morning from 9 to 9: 30; also each 
first Sunday from 11 a. m. to 12 noon. W. R. 
Craven, pastor. 


Florence, over station WOLS, 1230 Kc., Satur- 
day, 10:00-10:15 a. m. W Frank Smith, pastor. 

Anderson, “Church of God Hour,” over sta- 
tion WAIM, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30-6:00 
a. m.; Sunday, 6:55-7:25 a. m. 1230 Ke. B. E. 
Ellis, pastor. 

Greenville No. 1, “The Church of God Hour,” 
over station WARC, 1490 Kce., 11:00 p. m.—12:00 
midnight, each Saturday; 8:00-8:30 a. m. each 
Sunday. Earl P. Paulk, pastor. 

Greenwood, “Radio Gospel Hour,” over sta- 
tion WCRS, 1450 Kc., 9:15-9:45 a. m. each Sun- 
day. F. L. Muller, pastor. 

Lancaster, “The Sunshine Hour,” over sta- 
tion WHRI, Rock Hill, 1340 Kc., 2:00-2:30 p. m. 
each Sunday. L. R. Patterson, pastor. 


Rock Hill, “Full oe Radio Hour,” over 
station WRHI, 1340 K 3:00-3:30 p. m. each 
Sunday. J. L. MeCoy. “pastor. 

TENNESSEE 


North Cleveland, over station WBAC, Cleve- 
land, 1340 Ke. Each week day, except Saturday, 
from 3:30-4:06 p. m. Each Sunday from 9:00- 
9:30 a.m. James L. Slay, pastor. 

B.T.S., Sevierville, over station WNOX, 
Sapo. 990 Kce., each Sunday morning at 


South Cleveland, over Station WBAC, Cleve- 
land, Tenn., 1340 Ke. Each week day, except 
Saturday, from 10:15-10:30 a.m. Each Sunday 
from the church from 11:45-12:15 p.m. J. A. 
Bixler, pastor. 

“Fountain of Life” Program, Sweetwate 
Church of God, over Station WLAR, Athens, 
Tenn., 1450 Ke. Each Sunday from 8:00-8:30 
a. m. (CST). Clyde Caraway, pastor. 

Elizabethton, over station WBET, 1:30 P be 
weekdays; 8:00-8:30 a.m., Sunday. J. D. Wilson 
pastor. 


Memphis, over station WMPS, 7:30 a.m., 
Sunday. J. D. Free, pastor. 
Cookeville, over station WHUB, 9:00-9:30 


a.m., Saturday. R. M. Strong, pastor. 
East Chattanooga, over station WAGC, 5:30- 
6:00 p. m. Saturday. James A. Cross, pastor. 
Alton Park church, over WAPO, Chattanooga, 
1:00-1:45 p.m. and 10:30-11:30 p.m., Saturday. 
J. D. Smith, pastor. 


VIRGINIA 
Martinsville, over Station WMVA, each Sat- 
urday from 10:00-10:30 a. m. Rev. Fred Hop- 
kins, pastor. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

War, over station WBRW, Welch, W. = 
Sach Tuesday and Thursday at 2 :30-3:00 
zach Sunday 1:45-2:30 p. m. 8S. B. Mc one. 
pastor. 

Many thanks to the state overseers in help- 
ing us to bring our “Church of God on the 
Air” announcements up to date. Please notify 
us of any new programs begun, or any changes 
necessary. 





MISSIOURI MINISTERS’ MEETING 

The Missouri ministers’ meeting 
(Cantwell, Mo.) was a wonderful oc- 
casion this year. It was one of the 
best-spirited and smoothest that we 
have ever attended. The ministers 
of Missouri were greatly saddened by 
the loss of our former overseer, Broth- 
er G. R. Watson, and were very anx- 
ious concerning his successor. How- 
ever, it did not take long to be con- 
vinced that the same God that “taketh 
away” also “giveth.” The superb way 
in which our new overseer, Brother 
Wilma Henry, presided, and his glori- 
ous, heart-waking sermon on “The 
Underling Shepherd” soon reassured 
us, and sent us away with exalted 
confidence. The progress already 
made under his overseership has 
proved that that confidence is not ill- 
placed. 





The business sessions were inspiring 
—ministers in concord, without dis- 


selves that challenges their faith an 
zeal. Visitors are often amazed a 
the tremendous tasks and responsi- 
bilities to which the Missouri minis- 
ters set themselves. 


The evening services were evan- 
gelistic. Brother Ray T. Hill was 
conducting a revival at Cantwell, and 
Brother Oran R. White at Leadwood. 
Neither of these revivals were inter- 
rupted—the delegates divided them- 
selves between them. Both revivals 
were successful. 


The ministers departed to their 
local charges with plans and zeal in 
their hearts which, if kept all year, 
will make this the year above all 
years for Missouri—Charles W. Conn. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 
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THROUGHOUT THE AGES the Christmas 
season has stirred the hearts of men. It has 
engendered the power to make even a 
Scrooge cry: ““A Merry Christmas to every- 
body. A Happy New Year to 
all the world.” It has caused 
Tiny Tim to pray: “’God bless us 
every one.’’ Through just such 
experiences, brief as they may 
be, men experience a_ slight 
foretaste of Christianity, and it 
is an evidence of the true ca- 
tholicity (universality) of Chris- 
tianity that in every civilized 
country the nativity is cele- 
brated with joyous solemnity. 

In the midst of our prepara- 
tions for another Yuletide sea- 
son, it may serve to instruct, if 


not inspire, our hearts to a 
fuller realization of the true 
meaning of Christmas if we 


fy make a rapid survey of some 
Z, of the many lands in which 
Christ’s birthday is celebrated today. 


ITALY: There is no Santa Claus in this 
country but a good witch is believed to pro- 
vide presents for the children. No ever- 
greens are used, but there are great arm- 
loads of flowers and olive branches. Presents 
are drawn from a huge urn. The week be- 
fore Christmas finds shepherds inquiring 
from house to house if Christmas will be 
celebrated there. If so, a wooden spoon is 
used to mark the home and carolers with 
musical instruments sing for the occupants 
on Christmas Eve. 


SPAIN: The nativity is celebrated in 
Spain in an exceedingly dramatic manner 
through the medium of pageants, panto- 
mimes, and miracle plays. On Christmas Eve, 
people representing Mary and Joseph roam 
through the streets eagerly searching for 
lodging. The children are especially remem- 
bered with choice gifts during elaborate 
street parties that feature huge bonfi-es, 
beautiful fireworks, and blazing yule trees. 


SCANDINAVIA: An outstanding feature 
of jul is the family reunion. A tree is lighted 
d_ Christmas candles are lit in each win- 
iow of the house. Church services at five 
o’clock on Christmas morning are said to 
be the most impressive rites of the entire 
Northland—every house is lighted, its win- 
dows ablaze with candles. The church is a 
sea of light and candles illuminate the altar, 
pews, and windows. In Norway, Denmark, 
and Sweden, sheaves of grain are erected 
on poles for the birds to feed on. In Holland 
Christmas begins with early morning devo- 
tional services, after which huge troops of 
men attired in fantastic costumes wander 
from house to house, arm in arm, singing 
joyous carols. Most treasured features of the 
season for the Dutch young people are the 
skating parties on the dikes on Christmas 
Eve. 

































GERMANY: The Christmas season be- 
ins on Saint Nicholas Day, December 6. 
home has a Christmas tree and the 
are decorated, but not the churches. 
t common decorations are the mina- 
the Bethlehem manger. The carols 
uther are favorites and the people enjoy 
ing them. It is enough to bring tears in- 
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to the eyes of strong men to hear tiny Ger- 
man children devoutly singing Luther's carol: 

“Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child! 

Make Thee a bed, soft, and undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee.” 

POLAND: Christmas ceremonies in Po- 
land and Lithuania consist of breaking and 
eating the Peace Wafer, which is symbolic 
of peace on earth, while exchanging the 
season's greetings. 


SWITZERLAND: Instead of the Ameri- 
can poinsettias, the Swiss use edelweiss— 
delicate little Alpine snow flowers—that. the 
peasant girls gather and sell to wealthy per- 
sons who use great amounts of them as fes- 
tive decorations. The holiday lasts two weeks 
and church services play an important role 
in the celebration. 


LAPLAND: The Lapps do not have a 
Santa Claus, either, but as Christmas ap- 
proaches, each wandering tribe heads its 
reindeers toward the nearest settlement con- 
taining a church, to hear the nativity story. 
They have no Christmas trees. 


BULGARIA: The head of the family 
standing before the door of his home 
sprinkles corn as he chants, ‘Christ is born 
indeed.’’ The ritual is continued as he 
strikes the burning yule log until the sparks 
fly upwards, and at the same time wishing 
peace for the horses, cattle, and all other 
farm animals. In conclusion, after striking 
the log again, a prayer for a bountiful har- 
vest is made. 


JAPAN: Christmas Eve in Japan (for 
Christians, at least) is not much different 
than Christmas Eve in any American city, 
according to a missionary writing in “‘Out- 
look of Missions,”” who declares: “In the 
city where | live, the young people, early on 
Christmas. morning, sing carols on the 
streets, ‘Joy to the World’ and ‘Stille Nacht’ 
being favorites. They walk through deep 
snow and sing these lovely carols.” 


BELGIUM: The capital, Antwerp, is a 
noisy place to be early Christmas morning. 
All ninety-nine bells of the cavillion in the 
majestic five-hundred-year-old cathedral 
summon the Belgiums to worship and adore 
the Savior. The colorful Roman procession 
is led by many hundreds of singing children 
arrayed in brightly colored clothing and the 
church dignitaries swagger along on a car- 
pet of flowers and brightly colored frag- 
ments of paper. 


ENGLAND: The celebrations of Great 
Britain are quite similar to those here in 
America. The festivities begin the day be- 
fore Christmas and continue until January 
twelfth. Religious services predominate and 
children and relatives always return to the 
paternal hearth, if at all possible. Carolers 
make the rounds from street to street and 
beggar children collect liberally of toys and 
money. 


FRANCE: The French are a gay, happy 
people always, but especially so during the 
Christmas season when the children journey 
to the woods where they gather great quan- 
tities of holly, laurel, bright berries, and 
pretty lichens with which to decorate the 
creche—the Bethlehem manger—that graces 
the parlor of almost every home. The so- 






, Christnas in Many Lands 


lemnity with which this tribute to Christ is 
rendered by the children, the principal par- 
ticipants, is an inspiring spectacle. During 
the Christmas season, beggars are encour- 
aged to sing before the houses and money 
is thrown to them. In Southern France, the 
money is wrapped in paper and a match 
applied before the offering is thrown, so that 
the singers may have no trouble in finding 
it. The house cat fares well in France dur- 
ing the Christmas festivities. She is given 
all she can eat, since it is considered bad 
luck to have a cat mew on Christmas Eve. 

American G.I.’s in the peasant districts 
of Normandy were amused when the fol- 
lowing carol was chanted on Christmas Eve, 
but there is an air of naivete about it that is 
intriguing when first heard amid the raucous 
midnight tolling of the parish church bell: 

“Shepherds, shake off your drowsy sleep, 

Rise and leave your silly sheep. 

Angels from heav’n around loud singing, 

Tidings of great joy are bringing. 

Hark! even now the bells ring round, 

Listen to their merry sound; 

Hark! how the birds’ new songs are making, 

As if winter’s chains were breaking.” 

AMERICA: Into the web of America’s 
Yuletide are woven the pagan customs of 
many lands: Santa Claus comes to us via 
Holland the Dutch settlers of New York, 
from whom also came the custom of hang- 
ing up stockings around the fireplace; Ger- 
many gave us the family Christmas tree, but 
our community trees had their origin in the 
open-air festivals of Italy and Spain; our 
Christmas carols hark back to pagan days 
in England. The yule log, the mistletoe, the 
holly, and other adjuncts of Christmas are 
relics remaining from the transition from 
paganism to Christianity. 

Christmas Day should be a time of faith, 
hope, and thanksgiving. It has been desig- 
nated as a season in which man can reflect 
on the overflowing love of God as expressed 
in His unspeakable Gift. This day is set 
aside as the one in which we emulate the 
wise men, bringing our gifts, whether they 
be time, treasures, or talents, to Christ Jesus 
—our King. Any appropriate celebration of 
Christmas Day must- emphasize this fact so 
strongly that it cannot be misunderstood. 

While customs vary in different parts of 
the world, they all contribute to the true 
meaning of Christmas.—Christian Life and 
Times. 








} / 
BETHLEHEM 


The city of David is so small‘and unimportant in comparison 
to the many cities of earth, except for its historical association! 


Would yeu like to fly to Bethlehem this Christmas? This, of 
course, is impossible for all of us. We might just as well be 
content with an imaginary trip. Bethlehem is called Beit Lahm 
(Modern Arabic) meaning “house of meat.”’ Our guide would 
show us the birthplace of Jesus where stands now the oldest 
church in Christendom. The cave-like room beneath the church 
is claimed to be the very spot where Jesus was born. 


No doubt, our guide would show us Rachel’s tomb, then 
take us to a point overlooking the fertile fields of corn, figs, 
olives, and vineyards. He uld call our attention to Hebron, 
the home of Abraham, lake, and Jacob—just fifteen miles 
to the south; northwest to Gibeon, ten miles away where Joshua 
caused the sun to stand still; west, twelve miles, is Socoh where 
David killed giant Goliath. Proudly turning he‘d say, ‘Tel Aviv 
(Jerusalem) is where stood 400 years ago, the magnificent 
capital of David and Solomon.”’ Space permits no further travels 
today. Shall we fly? 


“OQ LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 





O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we sée the lie; 

Above'the deep aiid dreamless sleep, 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in.thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee: tonight. 


For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above; 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 


Yo" Their watch of wondering love. 


morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 

nd praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 


How silently, how silently 
The wondrous Gift is given! 
So God imparts to human heart 
The blessing of His heaven. 
No: ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, . 
Where meek souls will receive Him 


still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 


© Holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, 
The great glad tiding tell; 
Oh come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 


LONG, LONG 


AGO 
Winds through the olive trees 
Softly did blow 


Round little Bethlehem 
Long, long ago. 


Sheep on the hillside lay, 
Whiter than snow; 
Shepherds were watching them, 
. long ago. 


Then from the happy sky 
Angels bent low, 
Singing their songs of joy 
Long, long ago. 
For in the manger bed 
Cradled, we know, 
Christ came to Bethlehem n 
Long, long ago. a 
—Selected. ie all 
. Conn. 
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